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\ HE following DISCOURSE, 
originally intended only for the 


benefit of its Hearers, having been 
thought by ſome of them to be capa- 
ble of being made more exten fively 
Uſeful, is hereby reſpectfully Dedi + 
cCated to the Pariſhioners, and hu mbly 
offered to the Public, by. «© 


The AUTHOR. 
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4 AMES Iv, 13. 

Go To Now, YE THAT SAY, TO-DAY OR ro- 
MORROW WE WILL GO INTO SUCH A CITY, 
AND CONTINUE THERE A YEAR, AND 

Bux AND SELL, AND GET GAIN: WHERE= 
AS YE KNOW NOT WHAT SHALL BE ON 
THE MORROW. | 


* 1 18 is ſacely a very juſt reproof 
of that ſtrange ſpirit in Man, which 
is continually projecting ſchemes for Futu- 
rity, though unable to foreſee even what 
a Day may bring Forth, Such raſh projec- 
tors are reprimanded by the Apoſtle, upon 

| the moſt proper and ſtriking conſiderations : 
| A | - 77 


IN 
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2 now not, faith he; bar fonll be on 
the Morrow ; for what is your Life? It is 
even a Vapour that appeareth for a little time, 

and then vaniſheth away, The uncertainty 
of its continuance and the ſhortneſs of it, 
at its longeſt period, | might well ſerve to 
check ſuch preſumption, and incline Men 
with all ſubmiſſion to obſerve the advice 
which the Apoſtle wiſely ſubjoins, telling 
them, that they ought to ſay, if the LORD 

with, We + ſhall do 751 or et, 


11 SHALL Qlictefore? take occaſion from thi 10 
beuge to e at large: 740 4 
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. n Spit i in day. -whicks 
0 confidently and eagerly reckons upon Fu- 
turity. To-day or 1 Ver Wwe will go 
3 P 

i $1149; er 1 10 
nde upon the Abſuray fi it, c con- 
:fidering\Man's-:ignorance of the Future, and 
he uncertainty, and ſhortneſs of life. 22 
nete not ꝛbat ſhall be on ile rn: er. 
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Ap, Laſtly, upon the Impiety of it, which 
dares to preſume upon What | ought to be 
referred to the Supreme Diſpoſer of all e- 
vents. Te ought to ſay, if the _ mars We 
| m_ live and on 1515 or 1 5 = 4 


N ow, in -the firſt akon if we look chin | 
into the world, we ſhall obſerve this adven- 
turous Spirit buſy in every rank of life, 

actuating every limb, and animating. every 
countenance we meet with. No matter 


what the favourite object be, or the ruling 
paſſion z the confidence and eagerneſs of pur- 


ſuit are the ſame in every Man. Self-delufion 


produces ſelf-approbationz and the wretch, 


whoſe baſer ſoul hungers and thirſts after 
things the moſt ſordid in themſelves, thinks 
he has as good a plea, as he who can urge 
the moſt ſpecious appearances to juſtify his 
regards. The Miſer. ſeems, to himſelf, to 
have as good a right to his own peculiar 
taſte or fancy as the Man of Pleaſure, Ambi- 
tion, or any other purſuit. Hope in every 


breaſt is pratifing the ſame arts, infatuating 


Pow: _ _— witchcraft | of H ereafter. 


Diſlatisfied 
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Diſſatisfied with their preſent. acquiſitions 
they preſs forward to new objects, which, 
ſeen through a falſe medium, have an allen. 
ing appearance, and ſeem preferable to all, 
they already poſſeſs. No matter, either how 
diſtant they are, or how difficult the way 
to them: If they can but attract the heart 
at all, it will ſoon perſuade itſelf that they 
are attainable; and with this perſuaſion can 
never be at reſt, but muſt try every expedient 
that promiſes ſucceſs. Even the wiſdom of 
grey hairs is not proof againſt ſuch tempta- 
tions. The Hoary Head, if not found iu the 
way of Rigbtecufneſi, is deluded by them; 
and from that inſtant is ridiculouſly and 
wretchedly bewildering itſelf in fruitleſs per- 
plexity, and rearing its imaginary ſtructures - 
upon the very edge of the Grave, which ere 
long muſt ſwallow both it-and them. While 
the mind is thus poſſeſt, the Man, who is 
tottering under the load of rbreeſcore years 
dau ten is reckoning upon fourſcore, and 
when he arrives at that period alſo, will 
; All look" forward. The eye that ſhould 
"& ad bis feeble rn is * extended 


- to 
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to a ſtill farther ſtage of life, and overlooks 
the pit that is opening at his feet. The rich 
man of this world will ſtill be ſaying to 
Hinoſelf, I will build me goodly houſes and 
barns, till his ſchemes are defeated by that 
awful ſummons, Thou Fel, this Night ball 
thy Soul be required of thee! The Man of 
Ambition will ſtil be climbing the ſteep hill 
of power, nor will one point below its ſummit 
fatisfy his aſpiring eye. The Merchant will 
ſtill/ be going into ſuch a City upon his fa- 
vourite buſineſs, 70 buy, to ſell, and to get Gain, 
totally regardleſs of that more precious ac- 
quiſition, that truer profit, be merchandiſe 
. of which is better than the merchandiſe of 
' fekver, and the gain thereof than of fine gold. 
In vain doth the voice of Wiſdom cry out 10 
them in the fireets, O, ye buſy Spirits! are 
ye ſo laborious, and yet labour in vain? Have 
ye ſo much cunning and yet ſo little pru- 
dence? Are ye thus cheated by the purſuit 
of things hazardous in the attainment, and 
which, when attained, periſh in tbe ung? 


And do ye, for theſe Earthly -trifles, negle& - 


— Treaſures 4 Heaven, . which- neither. 
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Moth nor -Ruf do corrupt, and eker, Thieves 
40 not Wag One" nor e 11 ig Salz 


ah 945 now 3 that Spirit. in 
' Mao, which ſo confidently. and ; eagerly recs. 
| kons - upon F -uturity, . 1 hall, in the next. 
place, remark: the Abſurdity « of it, conſidering. 
Man's ignorance of the Future, and the un- 
certainty and ſhortneſs of Life. Te know not 
bat ſhall, be on the Merrow... Is there not 
then a palpable abſurdity in thus planning 
in the dark; attempting, to regulate what 
neither comes under cur. knowledge, nor our 
power? Is. it not prepoſterous in 2 Creature, 
that kncweth got what a Day may bring farth, 
to be ſettling the events of Months and 
Vears beſore-hand, with ſuch an air of. ſe⸗ 
curity, and without one prudential reſerve. 

a caſe of diſappointment? There is indeed 
a degree, of foreſight in Man, ariſing from 
obſervation of the uſual courſe of things, 
which is well worth attending to; and by 
ſuch a faculty he does right in modelling 

bis plang of ſuture action: Jet is this facul- 
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ty little better than the ſight of the Mole, 
which, Naturaliſts tell us, ſerves only to give 
her ſome faint notices of light, and of her 
| own danger, by too bold an.approach to it. 
The truly provident Man, will, therefore, 
always keep a check upon his deſigns; will 
never give looſe to an impetuoſity which 
does not admit of a recovery; and he is thus 
prepared againſt any ſudden danger that may- 
ariſe in his way : While the unwary and 
{precipitate are hurried into the Pit of De- 


ſtruction. Let theſe. reflections, therefore, 


put a ſtop to the raſh career of thoſe who 
are preſſing forward into a blind F uturity ;— 

| let them abate this feveriſh love of uncertaine 
ty, and incline men coolly to enjoy the pre- 
ſent hour, with all its bleſsings, in actual poſ- 


ſeſsion: and if they muſt {till endeavour to 


pre- engage Futurity in their intereſt, let their 
meaſures be laid with reſerve and caution, 
nor be immoderate in their extent. For what 


is your Life? ſays the Apoſtle: and the An- 
ſwer is, —1 is even a Vapour, which appear. 
eh oor a little time, rl Zhen vani Metb away, 
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And is this the foundation of all our hopes 
and defigns in this anxious and buſy World ? 
Do all the ſtructures of happineſs which we 
ſo painfully erect, reſt upon no ſurer baſis? 
Are all our moſt ſubſtantial enjoyments de- 
pendent upon @ Vapour ? Alas, it is a Va- 
pour that may well ſhed a damp upon our 
hearts, and chill every warm and kindly ſen- 
lation within us! Let us only for a few mo- 
ments ſurvey the exiſtence of this periſhable 
creature, Man: — He cometh into the World 
weak and helpleſs, indebted to the affection 
and affiſtance of others, for every thing ne- 
ceſſary to continue him each moment in it. 
It frequently happens that he is but the Being 
of a Day: This Flower that was freſh in the 
Morning, in the Evening is cut den, dried 
up and withered. But, perhaps, by the care 
of his Attendants, and the natural ſtrengtli 

of his Conſtitution, he out-lives this feeble | 
ſtate, and - rejoiceth in bis Youth ; yet, even 
then, what dangers await him! To all which 
he is more particularly expoſed by the raſh; ; 
1 turn of . which 1 is na - 
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that age. Nor is he fafe in Manhood: 
The heat of Conſtitution does then, indeed, 
abate a little; yet the cares of this World, 
the neceſſary labours and dangers he muſt 
undergo, - and the common chance of fiek- 
neſs, (from which no time of life is exempt) 
make his exiſtence very precarious. But 
ſhould he weather all thefe ftorms, and ar- 
rive at Old Age, what does he gain by it, but 
that he is then cert fed he hath not long 
to ive? He knows that the days of our age 5 
are threeſcore years and ten; and though ſome 8 
be fo Rirong, that they come to four ſeore, yet is 
their ſtrength then but labour and Yn — 


ow 1 wa it awoay, and we are gone. 


Bur 1 will now diſmi this melancholy 
abject, and proceed to my laſt Head, which 
was to treat of the Impiety of that Spirit, 
Which dares to preſume upon what ought to 
| be. refernagh. to the Supreme Diſpoſer of all. 
events. YVeigught- to ſay, if the Lord all, we © 
a ive au or that. 7 
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Jo hear the World talk, and obſerve its 
proceedings, would. almoſt make. onc think 

chere was no God in it; People ſo unixerlal- 
ly omit the mention of him, except in the 
moſt improper and impious manner, and lay 
their ſchemes ſo confidently, without him. 
They ſettle all events to their own liking, 
and pay ſuch extravagant compliments to Hu- 
man prudence, that they have nothing left to 
allow Divine Providence, The Projector is 
ſo clear in the practicability of his Plan, that 
he cannot bear to ſuppoſe it liable to miſcar- 
Þ riage; yet, would he but recollect, he would 
perhaps find inſtances, of plans as well con- 
certed as his own, defeated by unaccountable a 
accidents. This would ſurely teach him ſome 5 
little modeſty would make him think it 
even good policy. to pay ſome deference to 
that Unſeen Power, which ſecretly influences 

What are vulgarly called the Chances of Lite. 
Indeed, it is juſtly obſerved, that the very 
words Chance and Fortune, are only terms 
contrived to cover our ignorance; and the 
en, which we * 88 and Caſual- 

ties, 
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ties; are, in reality, the product of Deſign; 


and parts of a Whole, which we cannot com- 


prehend. And happy it is for us, that the 
Changes and Chances of this Mortal Life mean 
nothing elſe than ſuch unforeſeen events, as 
we indeed cannot account for, but which are, 
at the fame time, directed to the beſt ends, 
by the ſecret hand of an All-ruling Provi- 
dence. Nor can there be a more comfortable 
conſideration than this: To think, that the 
fame Almighty Power, which at firſt created 
us, and hath hitherto preſerved us, is {till 
| watching over every moment pf our exiſtence, 
and giving ſuch a turn to every event, as may 


beſt promote our real Happineſs, either in 


this Life, or in a Life much more deſireable. 
It is a reflection, which, moſt of all, comes 


home to our individual ſelves, and makes 


Religion perſonal.— It is a perſuaſion, which 
in this fluctuating ſtate of things is an Anchor 
to the Soul, ſare and ſtedfaſt. It ſupplies that 
true fortitude, 'which' enables a Man to bear, 


as he ought, both proſperity and adverſity ; 


10 that he can ſometimes be thankful even 


for 
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for a diſappointment, can rjoice in tribula- 
tion. can exclaim with holy David, I thank 
tber, O God, for 1 know that out of very faith 
fulnefs thou haſt cauſed me to be afflicted. And 
all this is perfectly agreeable to right reaſon : 
Me cannot but allow that the Governor of 
the Univerſe hath a ſovereign right over it, 
and may interfere when he thinks fit, to give 
what turn he pleaſes to every tranſaction in it. 
Jo act, therefore, without taking Him into 
the account, is the moſt arrogant preſump- 
tion, and alſo the moſt egregious folly, on 
our own part; ſince it is our intereſt, as well 

as duty, to endeavour to engage his providence 

in our favour. This we ought to do, by re- 
ferting all to his arent will and pleaſure. 
Being 1 ignorant, we ſhould ſubmit ourſelves 

to Inſinite Wiſdom e weak, we ſhould 

4 apply ourſelves to Almighty Power, and be- 

leech the Divine Goodneſs to exert it in'our 

behalf, as far as it may be really expedient 

for us. To neglect and omit this, is to {light 

and affront Gon. No wonder, if in ſuch a 

1 Fo * (hould A againſt the 
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guilty; ſhould fruſtrate all their hopes in life, 
nay, involve them in ſuch poſitive miſeries, 
as can only be exceeded by thoſe which may 
juſtly be apprehended in another World. But 
let not us ſo tempt God; let us not ſo far 
abuſe his goodneſs, in being willing at all 
times to hear and aſſiſt us: Rather let us re- 
member and practiſe that excellent advice, 
given by a truly wiſe Man, In all th ut 
2 Him, and He ſball direct 7 


ay ND- ſince the preſent 1 is ſo ſhort 
ang uncertain, let us be careful to make the 
a beſt uſe of that portion of it which God is 
pleaſed to allow us; nor ever forget, that it is 
a ſtate of probation, to prepare us for a Liſp 
everlaſiing, Let this thought attend us in 
every buſineſs we undertake, fo that the pur- 
ſuit of our ordinary Callings may be improv- 
ed into a religious Diſcipline, and ſo far from 
interrupting, may forward the main buſineſs 
for which we were ſent into the World. It 
| Þ got, required of. us to be always upon our 
"_ 
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knees, but to do do our duty in that "_ of - 
Lie, into vbicb it bath pleaſed God to call Us; 
An Apoſtle enjoins us, Mubatever we do, to 
du all to the glory of God: whence, it is plain- 
ly to be inferred, that the proſecution of our 
on Worldly intereſts may be made ſubſer- 
vient to that great end. It is certainly to the 
glory of God, that a Man conſcientiouſly 
purſues a lawful Calling, looks up to Him for 
ſucceſs in it, and acknowledges His provi- 
dence, by thankfulneſs in proſperity, by re- 
ſignation in adverſity, Theſe ſentiments, 
though proper to be entertained and improv- 
ed by ſerious meditation, in every breaſt, yet 
J will take occaſion, in this part of the World, 
to obſerve, that they are peculiarly ſuited" to 
the condition of thoſe, who, as Scripture: ex- 
Preſſes it, go down to tbe Sea in Ships,” and oc- 
cupy their bufineſs in great Maters. They 
ho are continually croſſing that uncertain 
Element, 75 go into ſuch a City, to buy, to /ell, 
"and to ger Gain, ought ever to retain an aw- 
dul ſenſe of that Almighty Being, at whoſe 
comman⸗ 1b * Wind ariſeth, which lift. 
x eb 


[9 } 


eth up the Waves thereof ; whoſe Providence 
faveth thetr lives from defirudi on; and bringeth 
them to the Haven where they would be. Is it 
poſſible, that theſe Men can torget, whatever | 
others may do, who remain af. eaſe in the 
Land—is it poſſible, I fay, that theſe Men, 
whoſe Lives are apparently.at the mercy of 
every Wind that bloweth from the four eee 
of the Heaven, can forget that only Being, in 
whoſe power it is to ſave and to deſtroy ! Ra- 
ther let them continually repoſe all their hopes 
and. confidence in Him; let them trace His 
Footſteps in the great Deep, and when deliver- 
ed from thoſe dangers, which of late have 
proved fatal to many, let them praiſe Him in 
; che Land of the Living. 8 


B. UT to return from this digreſſion, to con- 
dune of mie 5 Ne 


WI E have now. . ©; 8 * Sik 
Life of Man, From the ſhortneſs and un- 
certainty of it, we have inferred his Abſurdi- 
ty and Impiety, whilſt he lives and acts as 
* | without 


* * - 
* * 


-» 


„ 
without God in the World: We have ſeen 
that although To-Day or To-Merrow we may 
promife to ourſelves his or that fantaſtic ac- 
quiſition or enjoyment, vet that all our Days 
and Morrows are at the diſpoſal of Him, 

who is the ſame Yeft erday, 7-Day, ard To 

Morrow. "But let us remember, that altho' 
all our time is in God's hands, the uſe of i it 
is in our own. Every returning Vear ought 
to remind us of this important truth, and 
point out to us a ſteady perſeverance in that 
line of duty, which can alone give us grounds 
of reaſonable expectation, that our intereſts, 
temporal or ſpiritual, will proſper. through the 
courſe of another. The Year, which has 
mow commenced, has many demands upon 
out moſt ſerious attention. It calls upon us 
to redeem the time paſt, and to improve the 
future. It holds forth to us two moſt ar- 
duous and neceſſary duties, repentance and 
amendment. We are deeply concerned in 
them both, whether we confider ourſelves as 
8 1 Individuals, or as Members of public 

he. Society, 
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Society. In the former capacity we are res. 
minded, that the time paſt may fuffice for the 
* unfruitful works of Darkneſs, and that we 
ſhould now put upon us the armour of. Light: 
avoiding and renouncing all thoſe evil com- 
municaticns which corrupt good manners, in an 
age of diſſipation and licentiouſneſs ; for- 
faking all thoſe vices into which we have 
been led by our inordinate luſts and paſſions, 


or by the ſeductive examples of other Men; 
and cultivating all thoſe moral virtues and 


Chriſtian graces, which may make us Heine 
4. Lights in the Morld. In the latter, we 
are called upon to reflect, that our own vices 
have conſtituted no ſmall part of that nation- 
al guilt, which, it may with too much rea- 
ſon be apprehended, hath drawn down upon 


us the heavy judgments of God. National 


guilt requires National puniſhment, and, in 
the courſe of Divine Providence, uſually ſuf- 


* fers it. He who ruleth in all the Kingdoms of 
: the Earth, doth viſit their O fences with the . 
«Rod, and their Sins with 8 courges. A 7 . 
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E 
nl Lend maketh He barren ; but {the reaſon 
is aſſigned) it is for the wickedneſs of them 
that dwell therein. By His direction, the Peſ-. 
tilence walketh in Darkneſs, and the Sickneſs 
deftroyeth at\Noon-Day, He ſendetb forth the 


Tempeſt, the  defiroyirig Storm, the flood of 


weighty. Waters | everflizing 1 He ſaith unto 


tbe. Sword-r-Sword, 40 through that Land 
Before it is the Garden of Eden, behind it 4 
Aeſalatr Wilderneſs. Thanks be to his mercy 


that theſe dreadful inflictions are not brought 
home to ourſelves in our own Country; ; and 
yet ſeverely. do we feel the effects of ſome of 
them in thoſe Countries with which we are 
connected. Nor do we ſeem yet to have ar- 
rived. at the, full meaſure of our Woes: Al- 5 
ready involved in Hors, we are ala | 
wi ith 7 rumours f Mars (till multiplyi ing upon 
gur hands. Almoſt the Whole World ſeems 
to be conſpiring againſt us, to effect our 


8 downfal, But let us bleſs God that all their ä 


attempts have hitherto been ineffectual, and 
e 0 Bin ther b n be fo; 


— 


1 


— 
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In the mean time, we are called upon, 
each i in his ſtation, to begin the work of 
Reformation at home, and to promote it 


amongſt our Neighbours. We are called ; 
upon to contribute a greater proportion of 


public virtue to the common Stock. We 


are called upon for new exertions of zeal for 
the rights and intereſts of our Country, which 

have been ſhamefully violated and impaired 
by our Enemies. We are called upon for 
freſh demonſtrations of loyalty to our King, 
obedience to the Laws, and ſubmiſſion to 


| Thoſe who execute them for the general 


welfare. F inally, we are called upon to 
refer our Cauſe, and all its intereſts, to the 
wiſdom and juſtice of the Mos r HIGH. 
— With a pure and ſingle Eye to the reſto- 
ration of Peace, and all its bleſſings, let us 


pray, in the words of the Prophet, —Re- 


member, O Lord, what is come upon us 1 Cos 
fider and behold our reproach, and renew our 
days, as of old. Or if this Prayer may not ; 


— * malice and obſtiqacy of our 
Enemies 


1 —— — 
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— — — 
— — — — — —— . — 


ou, O Lord, go 


- 
7 
* 


AME N. 


ect all Plans of equitable Ac- 


commogation, then do T! 


©) 
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miles 1 


forth with our Hoſls, and give us Viclory in 


the day of Battle ! 
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